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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the initial office action based on 10/532,936 application filed on 4/28/2005. The is 
application is a 371 of PCT/JP03/15824 dated 12/10/2003 Claims 61-66, as originally 
filed, are currently pending and have been considered below. Claim 61 is an 
independent claim. 

Election/Restrictions 



Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C.121 : 

1. Claims 1-35 and 42-59 are drawn to scripting functions of multimedia data within a 
template, classified in class 715 subclass 235. 

II. Claims 36-41 , drawn to selecting and rendering functions on a template from a list of 
templates, classified in class 715 subclass 739 and in class 345 subclass 421 . 

II. Claims 61-66, drawn to processing media data on a timeline or a schedule, classified 
in class 715 subclass 723. 

2. Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not 
require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that 
the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In 
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the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the 
subcombination as claimed because multimedia data on a timeline is independent from 
selecting a template from a list of templates and is independent from using scripting 
functions on a multimedia data in a template. Claims 1-35 and 42-59 of invention I do 
not rely processing media data on a timeline or a schedule and selecting and rendering 
functions on a template from a list of templates. On the other hand Claims 36-41 of 
invention II do not use scripting functions on a multimedia data within a template and do 
not render multimedia data on a timeline. And Claims 61-66 do not require a user to 
select a template from a list of templates as well as scripting functions on a multimedia 
data within a template. 

3. During a telephone conversation with Asian Etadier attorney for Applicant on Monday 
March 23 th 2009 a provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the 
invention of III, claims 61-66. Applicant in replying to this Office action must make 
affirmation of this election. Claims 1-60 are withdrawn from further consideration by the 
examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claim 61: 

Kusanagi discloses a recording medium recording multimedia contents data 
having a data structure, which is processed in a data processing device that 
includes a reproducing unit for reproducing media data and an inputting unit for 
receiving an input operation from a user, and which includes: (Fig 20 -> Kusanagi 
discloses this limitation in that the user can edit or create a video output file by 
adding and deleting features such as videos , effects, music, etc.) 



a reproduction describing unit for showing media data that is reproduced in said 
reproducing unit of said data processing device; (Fig 20 Kusanagi discloses this 
limitation in that the user can edit or create a video output file by adding and deleting 
features such as videos , effects, music, etc.) 



an input operation describing unit for showing an input operation that is received 
by said inputting unit of said data processing device and a process that 
corresponds to said input operation; (Fig 20 ^ Kusanagi discloses this limitation in 
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that the user can edit or create a video output file by adding and deleting features such 
as videos , effects, music, etc. Kusanagi discloses an "input operation" in that the user 
can input the features unto the video.) 

and a schedule describing unit for managing time of effect of said media data that 
is reproduced in said reproducing unit of said data processing device and time of 
effect of said input operation that is received by said input unit, (Fig 20 -> 
Kusanagi discloses this limitation in that the user can edit the video with respect to a 
timeline.) 

wherein said multimedia contents data is processed so that predetermined media 
data is reproduced in said reproducing unit of said data processing device at a 
predetermined time on the basis of said schedule describing unit, (Fig 20 -> 
Kusanagi discloses this limitation in that the user can edit the video with respect to a 
timeline. Each feature can be designated a certain time frame.) 

a predetermined input operation is received by said inputting unit of said data 
processing device at said predetermined time, (Fig 20 ->■ Kusanagi discloses this 
limitation in that the user can edit the video with respect to a timeline. Each feature can 
be designated a certain time frame.) 



Application/Control Number: 10/532,936 
Art Unit: 2176 



Page 6 



and said data processing device carries out a process that corresponds to said 
predetermined input operation at said predetermined time on the basis of said 
input operation describing unit. (Fig 20 -» Kusanagi discloses this limitation in that 
the final video is comprised of segmented features that are all coordinated in a time 
line.) 

Claim 62: 

Kusanagi discloses the recording medium recording multimedia contents data 
having a data structure according to claim 61, wherein said process that 
corresponds to said input operation received by said input unit of said data 
processing device is a process for adding a change to said multimedia contents 
data, (fig 20 -» Kusanagi discloses this limitation in that the user can edit the media.) 

Claim 63: 

Kusanagi discloses the recording medium recording multimedia contents data 
having a data structure according to claim 62, wherein said process for adding 
said change to said multimedia contents data is a process for replacing a portion 
of said multimedia contents data. (Fig 20 -> Kusanagi discloses this limitation in that 
the user can edit the video with respect to a timeline. Each feature can be designated a 
certain time frame.) 
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Claim 64: 

Kusanagi discloses the recording medium recording multimedia contents data 
having a data structure according to claim 62, wherein said process for adding 
said change to said multimedia contents data is a process of adding data that is 
obtained by replacing a portion of said multimedia contents data to said contents 
data. (Fig 20 -> Kusanagi discloses this limitation in that the user can edit the video with 
respect to a timeline. Each feature can be designated a certain time frame.) 

Claim 65: 

Kusanagi discloses the recording medium recording multimedia contents data 
having a data structure according to claim 62, wherein said process for adding 
said change to said multimedia contents data is a process for adding data that is 
obtained by replacing a portion of said multimedia contents data in a 
predetermined subsequent process to said multimedia contents data. (Fig 20 ->■ 
Kusanagi discloses this limitation in that the user can edit the video with respect to a 
timeline. Each feature can be designated a certain time frame.) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claim 86 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kusanagi (US 

6,670.966; Patent Issue Date: Dec 30, 2003; PCT Filing Date: Nov 9, 1999; PCT 

^ ^ .\ WO00/28543): May 18, 2000: Assignee: Sony: hereafter Kusanagi) in 

view of Morris et al (US 5,862,372; Patent Issue Date: Jan 19, 1999; Patent Filing Date: 

Nov 16. 1994: hereafter Moms). 



Claim 66: 



Kusanagi discloses the limitations of Claim 61 . 
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Kusanagi does not appear to explicitly disclose the recording medium recording 
multimedia contents data having a data structure according to claim 61, wherein 
said multimedia contents data is data that is described in script language. 

Morris discloses the recording medium recording multimedia contents data having 
a data structure according to claim 61, wherein said multimedia contents data is 
data that is described in script language.(Figs 3-5; Col 3, lines 28-61 Morris 
discloses this limitation in that objects on the GUI are implemented in script language.) 

Kusanagi and Morris are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor of media sequence editing. 

At they time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, having the teachings of Kusanagi and Morris before him or her, to incorporate a 
media editor that incorporates multiple objects and files such as video and music in a 
timeline, as disclosed by Kusanagi, with a media sequence editor that uses script, as 
disclosed by Morris . 

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow media sequences to run without 
compiling and speed up the system process. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kusanagi with Morris to obtain the 
invention as specified in the instant claim. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SOUMYA DASGUPTA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7432. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9am-7pm, F 9am- 
1pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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